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INTRODUCTION: 

 

1. Illustration: Talking with a Chaplain at CHBOLC about the Holy Spirit [Type: Personal Story] 

2. Context: Many of the Corinthian believers also know some things about how the Holy Spirit 

works in Christians but are still somewhat uninformed. In fact, their lack of understanding 

about the Holy Spirit’s ministry in Christians led to abuses that the apostle Paul corrects in the 

next few chapters of 1 Corinthians. Yet, we also can be led to either abuse or neglect what the 

Holy Spirit is doing in us because we are not informed on the topic.  

3. Organizational Sentence: Let’s investigate some of the Holy Spirit’s actions inside of 

Christians by asking two questions. 

 

BODY:  

 

1. Question 1: What does the Holy Spirit help to bring out of us?  [vv. 1-3] 

A. Paul’s Purpose: [v.1] Helping the Corinthian believers to overcome ignorance with 

information about matters pertaining to the Holy Spirit in them. 

i. Illustration: A Form of BLUF [Type: Analogy]  

B. Corinthians’ Past: [v. 2] While the Corinthians do not know some things about the 

Spirit, they were also deceived in their past. Must be wary of how our non-Christian 

pasts or non-Christian influences can lead us astray. 

i. Illustration: Made Idols of Alcohol, Political Agenda, Facebook Popularity, 

Children, Personal Comfort [Type: Analogy]  

C. The Test: [v. 3] Non-Christian past or influences can hinder us from understanding 

who has the Holy Spirit so we are given a test.  

i. Who Doesn’t Have the Spirit: The confession of “Jesus is cursed” is clearly a 

sign that someone does not have the Holy Spirit..  

ii. Who Does Have the Spirit: The genuine confession of “Jesus is Lord” acts as a 

reliable indicator of who the Holy Spirit’s presence in someone. But it isn’t just a 

simple confession of words... 

1. Quote: Romans 10:9 

2. Illustration: A 10-Year-Old Girl Forced to Confess “I’m Sorry” [Type: 

Analogy] 

3. Background: Paul, the man writing this knew very well that confessing 

Jesus as Lord in word and deed might mean mockery by crowds, beatings 

by mobs, and even arrest and execution by officials.  

2. Answer 1: The Holy Spirit helps to bring out of us a genuine confession of Jesus as Lord.  

A. A Truth to Embrace: Only Christians have God’s Holy Spirit in them. 

i. Believer: Examine others who say they are Christians to see if they in good 

conscience can confess Jesus as their Lord in their talk and walk. 

1. Quote: 1 John 4:1-3  

ii. Nonbeliever: Search yourself to see if you truly believe and act as though Jesus 

is the only Lord of your life. Who is your Lord? …Your bank account, your 

romantic relationship, your video games?  

1. Quote: Matt. 7:21-23 and Matt. 6:24 



2. Illustration: My Comment at a Christian Convention [Type: Personal 

Story] 

 

3. Question 2: What does the Holy Spirit put inside of us?  

A. Unity Amongst Diversity: [vv. 4-6]  

i. Explanation: Unity amongst diversity occurs in Christians regarding gifts, 

ministries, and activities. The model and director of our unity and diversity is the 

Triune God: One God in Three Persons.  

ii. Illustration: A Blueprint for Building [Type: Analogy] 

iii. Illustration: A Sports Team: Various Positions but One Head Coach [Type: 

Analogy]  

B. Transitional Verse: [v. 7] Looking back toward the various manifestations of the 

Spirit. Also looking ahead to manifestations given to each believer [vv. 8-11] and the 

manifestations are used for the good of the Church, the Body of Christ [vv. 12-20].  

C. Various Manifestations: [vv. 8-10]  

i. Preliminary Comments: This list of spiritual gifts is likely not in an order of 

importance. All the spiritual gifts are not listed here and some are mentioned 

again in other passages: Romans 12:3-8 and Ephesians 4:1-16.  

ii. The Purpose of the Spiritual Gifts:  

1. “To equip the church to carry out its ministry until Christ returns”1 

iii. A Description of Each Spiritual Gift: 

1. There is little information in the Scriptures describing these gifts, so I will 

give simple and short descriptions so as not to go beyond what the 

Scriptures are saying.   

2. A Message of Wisdom: “A message of wisdom from God to speak into 

various situations”2  

a. Note: King Solomon in the book of Proverbs says wisdom is “more 

profitable than silver”, “better than gold”, and “more precious than 

jewels” (Prov. 3:14-15). When you find a Christian whom God has 

given many words of wisdom, listen to them.   

3. A Message of Knowledge: “A message of knowledge from God to speak 

into various situations”3 

4. Faith: “The ability to trust God to perform some extraordinary work that 

is not clearly expressed in the Bible.”  

a. Note: Should not be confused with saving faith.4 It is the faith that 

Jesus says can “move mountains”. An example: “I know you were 

abused as a child, you have struggled with alcoholism to curb the 

pain, and it has brought your marriage onto the rocks...but I have 

faith that God through can heal you through Jesus Christ. In fact, 

after you are healed, you can then begin to be an ambassador of 

Christ to heal others through such situations.”   

                                                        
1 Wayne Grudem “Systematic Theology” 
2 Wayne Grudem “Systematic Theology” 
3 Ibid. 
4 Donald Carson “Showing the Spirit” 



5. Gifts of Healings: “Functions to bring a restoration to health as a 

foretaste of the complete freedom from physical weakness and infirmity 

that Christ purchased for us by his death and resurrection.” 5 

a. Note: A privilege to see two instances of immediate physical 

healing through prayer this summer in this building. God can use 

ordinary means to physically heal, but don’t forget to pray boldly 

for extraordinary means as well.  

6. Workings of Miracles: “The ability for a believer to function as a vehicle 

for God to perform powerful works. It might mean the act of expelling a 

demonic spirit or an intervention in a dangerous situation.” 

7. Prophecy: “Telling something that God has spontaneously brought to the 

mind of the believer”6  

a. Note: This is a gift that is referenced a lot in the Old Testament 

and some in the New Testament.   

8. Distinguishing between Spirits: “The ability to recognize the influence 

of the Holy Spirit or of demonic spirits in a person”7  

a. Note: If my judgment is correct about my experiences, it appears 

as though believers with this gift basically have a heightened 

awareness of the spiritual realm in people.  

9. Kinds of Tongues: “A type of prayer or praise spoken in syllables not 

understood by the speaker” 8  

a. Note: Should be thought of more as a language rather than the 

physical tongue. 

10. Interpretation of Tongues: “The ability to make known in an 

understandable language the message of one who speaks in tongues”9 

iv. Foreshadow: Pastor Ty and Nick will speak more about these gifts and how 

their application in later sermons from 1 Corinthians.  

D. The Spirit’s Sovereignty and Unity: [v. 11] The list is summarized in this verse. The 

Spirit is the unifying factor of these various manifestations because He is the giver and 

distributor of them. He does this as He wills, there can be no manipulation of Him to get 

gifts for our own selfish purposes as the account in Acts 8 with Simon the sorcerer 

makes clear.  

4. Answer 2: The Holy Spirit puts into us various functions for the benefit of Christ’s Church.   

A. A Truth to Embrace: Christians have various gifts, ministries, and activities but 

they are united by the same God who distributes them  

i. Believer, Main Application: You are given a different function or functions than 

most other Christians, but it is all by the same Spirit for the same purpose. Ask 

the Holy Spirit to show you what gifts, ministries, or activities He has given you 

to help the church. You can also talk with the elders and pastors about what gifts 

or ministries that God might have entrusted to you for the benefit of the Church.  

ii. Believer, Main Application: Brother and sister, have you ever thought that 

there are special Christians, pastors and missionaries, and then ordinary 

Christians, everyone else? I used to…but we reject that distinction in the EFCA 

                                                        
5 Wayne Grudem “Systematic Theology” 
6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid. 
8 Idid. 
9 Peter Wagner Step 3: Gift Definitions and Scripture References 



because it is not found in the Bible. Children’s church teachers and ushers are 

needed just as much as pastors. Life group leaders and generous givers are 

needed just as much as missionaries. Thank you to those who step up week after 

week to serve in the ways that the Holy Spirit has gifted you so we can see souls 

justified and sanctified by the grace of Jesus.  

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

1. Primary Claim: God’s Spirit magnifies Christ in us and equips us for the mission of Christ’s 

Church. 

2. Illustration: Puts Christ in the Driver Seat and Gives Fuel to Drive [Type: Analogy]  

3. Final Application:  

a. Exhortation: TEFC, we are the body of Christ, who is our spiritual Head. The Holy Spirit 

then brings out a genuine confession that Jesus is Lord in word and deed to magnify 

Christ. The Spirit then has equipped each of us with various gifts and functions to work 

in cooperation to advance the mission that our Lord Jesus gave the Church before He 

ascended into Heaven after His resurrection. Where does Jesus tells us to go? 

b. Great Commission: “Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

everything I have commanded you. And remember I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20). How is it that Jesus is with us? It is because He has put His 

Holy Spirit in us...and we are then to advance His mission in this world. Amen.   

 


